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Mary Creagh CBE MP, Minister for Nature
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Seacole Building

2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF

Copy to: Samantha Dixon MBE MP, Minister for Building Safety, Fire and Democracy
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government

Wednesday 12" November 2025

Dear Ministers,

We are a group of organisations — the North London Waste Authority (NLWA), LondonEnergy
Limited (LEL), East London Waste Authority (ELWA), West London Waste Authority (WLWA),
Western Riverside Waste Authority (WRWA), Biffa, Veolia and FCC Environment - concerned by the
rising number of fires caused by lithium-ion batteries which are incorrectly disposed of. We are
writing to push this issue up the agenda and request urgent action to address the real and
significant risk it poses.

While attention rightly continues to focus on avoiding fires during the ‘working life’ of batteries —
including those hidden in small electricals - what happens once they are disposed of is an
increasing concern across our sector. According to the National Fire Chief’s Council and Recycle
Your Electricals, 1,200 waste battery fires were reported in 2023, an increase of seventy-one per
cent on the previous year."

Specifically:

- There was a fifty-three percent increase in the incidence of battery fires between 2023 and
2024 at facilities serving NLWA.

- ELWA ecorded a fifty-seven per cent increase in fires at its own facilities during the same
period.

"National Fire Chiefs Council and Recycle Your Electricals, accessed here


https://nfcc.org.uk/over-1200-battery-fires-in-bin-lorries-and-waste-sites-across-the-uk-in-last-year/

B NORTH
LONDON

\ASA S [ [
VVAOIC

AUTHORITY

Biﬂ"n West London Waste

r'rfariwq waste as a valuable resowrce

A 2 Qveoua

1 %

Environment

elwa

- WRWA reported eight fires across their sites during 2024/25 and has already recorded ten
incidents in 25/26.

We all take proactive steps to stem the rising risk of waste battery fires, from advanced but costly
fire suppression systems to communications campaigns such as NLWA'’s recently launched ‘Lead
the Charge’ and Veolia’s Dangerous Waste campaigns. Yet waste battery fires continue to have a
real financial impact on struggling local authorities and the public purse — Eunomia and the ESA
estimate that battery fires cost over £1bn per year accounting for damage to property, vehicles,
waste management infrastructure, and the cost of emergency response services.? A risk of
physical harm to waste operatives and the general public is also posed by waste fires caused by
batteries alongside a detrimental environmental impact, not only due to the fumes released upon
burning but because of the toxic wastewater created when tackling fires.

While the new WEEE regulations are a welcome and long-overdue step in the right direction,
particularly in holding online marketplaces accountable, further action is needed to stem the flow
of substandard electrical goods into the UK. Many lithium-ion batteries and chargers sold via third-
party sellers originate overseas, where safety standards may be lower or poorly enforced. Without
strengthened controls at the border and better enforcement of import standards, unsafe products
will continue to enter the UK market and end up in homes, workplaces, and ultimately, the waste
stream, fuelling further fire risk and undermining the aims of the new regulations.

Even if producers are obliged to take steps to strengthen battery safety standards, they must not
get a free pass on disposal issues. The existing producer responsibility regime (EPR) for batteries -
established by the 2009 Waste Batteries and Accumulators Regulations - created the retail take-
back scheme (battery collection points in supermarkets) and an accompanying obligation for
producers to join a compliance scheme. However, with the proliferation of, and advances in,
electricals, these regulations have not worked sufficiently to create the right disposal behaviour
among consumers. They must be enhanced.

Greater strategic direction from government is now required to create the step change we need.
This government and those previously have promised a review of battery regulations to encourage
proper disposal and improved recycling rates. This would in turn reduce incidents of battery fires,
while proposals to introduce convenient, funded kerbside collections of waste electricals through
EPR are still being deliberated on. The risks posed by waste battery fires are simply too great, and

2ESA and Eunomia, The financial impact of small WEEE and battery collection options and impacts on waste
fires, accessed here


https://www.nlwa.gov.uk/news/lead-charge-north-london-campaign-targets-five-major-fire-risk-items
https://www.nlwa.gov.uk/news/lead-charge-north-london-campaign-targets-five-major-fire-risk-items
https://www.veolia.co.uk/dangerous-waste
https://eunomia.eco/reports/the-financial-impact-of-small-weee-and-battery-collection-options-and-impacts-on-waste-fires/
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we urge your department to bring forward these policy interventions at the earliest possible

opportunity.

We are looking forward to reading your reply and would be grateful for the opportunity to meet with
you to inform this policy as it is developed and implemented.

Yours sincerely,

Cllr Clyde Loakes MBE
Chair, North London Waste Authority

Edward Brown
Operations Director, LondonEnergy Limited
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Cllr Rezina Chowdhry
Chair, Western Riverside Waste Authority

Y Shego

Cllr Krupa Sheth
Chair, West London Waste Authority
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Cllr Miraj Patel
Chair, East London Waste Authority

—

Craig Konczak
Business Director MRFs, Biffa

Brian Ashby
Head of Municipal Collections and Streetscene, FCC Environment

Pascal Hauret
Managing Director - Municipal, Veolia UK



