
1.  Thread a needle so the thread is doubled and 

about 20cm long. Tie a small knot at the end of 

the thread.

2.  Make a small stitch where you want the button to 

be placed (make sure you start from the back 

so that the knot doesn’t 

show).

3.  Insert the needle into 

one of the holes on 

the button and pull the 

needle through. Now 

find a pin or match 

stick (depending on the 

thickness of the material) 

and place this beneath 

the button as you’re 

sewing. This stops the 

button from being sewn 

too tight.

don’t you just hate it when you’re 

putting on your favourite coat and 

‘pop’; a button falls off and you’ve 

got one missing.

here’s how to remedy that common 

problem in six simple steps:

button it! how to sew 
on a button
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4.  Continue to sew stitches 

through the holes in the 

button, down into the fabric, 

and up again.

5.  When you feel the button 

is nicely secured, remove 

the pin or match stick 

and bring the needle 

between the garment 

and the button. Wrap 

the thread six times 

around the thread 

between the button 

and fabric.

6.  Push the needle back 

through the material so that 

it’s underneath. Secure with 

a final few stitches and trim off 

any excess thread with scissors.

5

4

For more textile and money-saving tips visit 
wiseuptowaste.org.uk/clothes-and-shoes

http://wiseuptowaste.org.uk/clothes-and-shoes

