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European perspective on ZW cities & Climate emergency 

Pierre Condamine, Waste Policy Officer, Pierre@zerowasteeurope.eu

#ZeroWasteCities
@ZeroWasteEurope
@PierreCondamine



● Fast-growing environmental NGO 
since 2010

● Based in Brussels
● Network of 32 NGOs in 28 

countries
● Our aim ⇒ Eliminate waste 

from our society



Introduction to Zero Waste Europe

Movement building and 
facilitation

Influence EU 
policy-making

Implement Zero Waste 
strategies

European Chapter of     •    Co-founder of



How do we define zero waste?
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What is Zero Waste?

“The conservation of all resources by means of 

responsible production, consumption, reuse, and 

recovery of products, packaging, and materials without 

burning and with no discharges to land, water, or air that 

threaten the environment or human health.”

- Definition from the Zero Waste International Alliance





Traditional Waste Management vs Zero Waste



The Zero Waste Cities 
programme
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Zero waste cities across Europe 
• 450 municipalities engaged to 

develop Zero Waste Strategies 

• A network of local and national 
contact points via the Zero Waste 
Europe Members

• Similar programmes running in Asia 
Pacific, LATAM, USA/Canada, Africa 
(GAIA network)



Our approach with cities & communities:

A continuous effort to phase out waste

– not by burning or landfilling it – but instead by 
creating and implementing systems that do not 

generate waste in the first place.



https://zerowastecities.eu/bestpractice/the-story-of-salacea/
https://zerowastecities.eu/learn/reports




The Zero Waste Cities Model 

Successful examples from across Europe
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The European Green Deal



Circular Economy & GHG emissions

Source: Ellen 
MacArthur Foundation





https://zerowastecities.eu/tools/savings-calculator/


Treviso region, Italy



Slovenia (2008)



Slovenia (2018)

From mid-table to the 
second best performing 
in the EU



Ljubljana as Europe’s first ZW Capital City



➔ Prelog, (Croatia): Compared with the national 

average for 2018, for every tonne of municipal solid 

waste generated in a year, Pre-Kom saved 192 

kgCO2eq (Kgs of carbon dioxide equivalent) due to 

diversion from disposal

➔ Milan (Italy): The proper treatment of 130,000 tons 

of food waste per year results in savings of around 

8760 tons of CO2 emissions. 

Examples of GHG savings through ZW practices

https://zerowastecities.eu/bestpractice/the-story-of-prelog/
https://zerowastecities.eu/bestpractice/the-story-of-milan/


➔ Bruges (Belgium): The city adopted a sustainable 

food manual for events. Also focusing on prevention 

in the health care sector with one hospital reducing 

up to 43% of food waste. 

➔ Pontevedra  (Spain): Decentralised composting 

system for 600,000 inhabitants that started in 2017. 

In 2019, already 2000 tonnes of biowaste were 

properly composted.

Focus on food waste prevention and recycling

https://zerowastecities.eu/tools/reducing-food-waste-at-the-local-level/


Plenty of other 
examples and 
guidelines: 

https://rethinkplasticalliance.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/rpa_zwe_local_guidance_implementing_sup_directive.pdf
https://zerowastecities.eu/tools/putting-second-hand-first/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/zwe_reloop_report_reusable-vs-single-use-packaging-a-review-of-environmental-impact_en.pdf.pdf_v2.pdf
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Check out www.zerowastecities.eu for further information

pierre@zerowasteeurope.eu

Thank you!

#ZeroWasteCities
@ZeroWasteEurope
@PierreCondamine

http://www.zerowastecities.eu

