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Net Zero: Making Essex Carbon Neutral can be found here
ECAC website www.essexclimate.org.uk

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexclimate.org.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FNET%2520ZERO%2520%25E2%2580%2593%2520MAKING%2520ESSEX%2520CARBON%2520NEUTRAL.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0b5f3f4c12ca4febc6ba08d94dc4cecb%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637626330264784484%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sVR2HywvNLtmQHhfHuAMsVJKR9eK6EYyFtQIB4jeesM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexclimate.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0b5f3f4c12ca4febc6ba08d94dc4cecb%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637626330264794482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sEm8LbeAAr7aOkePMCVZOaU%2B%2BSckc%2BKpdIg55Cr6qMA%3D&reserved=0


Essex Climate Action Commission 
Set up by Essex County Council to advise the Council on how best to tackle the climate challenge and become a net 

zero emissions county by 2050. Over 30 Commissioners: 

• Cross-party with representatives from across ECC, Districts and Parish Councils. 

• Brings together internationally and nationally renown academics and climate scientists (UN Chief Scientific Adviser, 

senior academics from all 3 Essex Universities); representatives from wider public sector, major businesses and land 

owners in Essex; national trade associations, local charities and community leaders.  

• Appointed Independent Chair – Prof Jules Pretty 

• Appointed two Young Essex Assembly members to the Commission as co-chairs

Heavy hitting, locally networked Commissioners have dedicated significant time and expertise free of charge 

over the past year to develop the plan for Essex and are passionate and vocal advocates for its delivery.   



Net Zero: Making 
Essex Carbon Neutral



Everyone’s Essex

Everyone’s Essex online

https://www.essex.gov.uk/everyones-essex-our-plan-for-
essex-2021-2025

Everyone’s Essex video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbKTClKtSNo

https://www.essex.gov.uk/everyones-essex-our-plan-for-essex-2021-2025
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbKTClKtSNo
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Website

Provide an online 
resource that 
provides key 
information 

Anchors

Public bodies and 
local authorities 

across Essex align 
on messages 

Research

Invest in research 
to identify Essex 

audience groups , 

Co-ordinate

Public bodies and 
local authorities 

across Essex align 
on messages 

Toolkits

Provide additional 
toolkits to enable 
effective action at 

a local level .

Communication

A regular review of 
the 

communications 
approach .

Net Zero 
Innovation 
Network 

Establish Essex as a 
centre of excellence 

for innovation in 
addressing the 
climate crisis

Green Growth 

Model 
opportunities for 
business coming 

out of Commission 
recommendations 

Green 
Accreditation

A climate 
recognition scheme 

for businesses 

Community 
Engagement

a specific 
community 

engagement 
programme & 

consultation on 
recommendation

Reporting 

Annual reporting on 
progress 

CLIMATE COMMISSION
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 





Two-thirds of Essex residents said they are ‘extremely’ or ‘very’ concerned about 
climate change, in line with the national population 

36%

39%

29%

27%

19%

22%

6%

4%

7%

5%

Great
Britain

Essex

5 - Extremely concerned 4 3 2 1 - Not at all concerned Don't believe in climate change Don't know
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Q20: On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 = not at all concerned, and 5 = extremely concerned, how concerned, if at all, are you about climate change? Alternatively, please tell me if you 

don't believe in climate change.  BASE: All respondents (Essex: 1,800 / GB: 995)

66% extremely / very concerned

65% extremely / very concerned

*Essex: 3% ‘I don’t believe in climate change’ / <0/5% ‘Don’t know’

**Great Britain: 2% ‘I don’t believe in climate change’ / 2% ‘Don’t know’

*

**

Level of concern about climate change

On a scale of 1 – 5, , where 1 = not at all concerned, and 5 = extremely concerned



Communications & Engagement 

• Completed consultation & resident research 

• Detailed comms plan 
• Commission website 
• Warm Homes website
• Monthly Climate Newsletter for Members, 

Commissioners & residents

• Detailed community engagement
• EALC webinars , conference in Jan & staff support 
• Trylife app designed by and for children 
• Essex is Green social media channels

• Advice packs
• Residents (launch in next few weeks) 
• Schools
• SMEs (launch business conf in spring)
• Essex carbon app in development 

• Events
• Report launch virtual event – 20 July. 
• Zero carbon bus tour event – 1 September.
• Manifesto for Essex youth summit – 11 September
• Electric road to COP26 – 29 October.
• Epping Forest Youth Conference – 19 November.

• Campaigns 
• Green Homes Grant Local Authority Delivery Scheme –

Phase 1 £800,000/80 homes. Phase 2 - £5.2m.
• D-DRT – Six demand responsive electric buses launching 

soon.
• Climate Action Challenge Fund a £500k grant programme
• Lets Go Zero campaign for schools 

https://www.ealc.gov.uk/upload/files/Climate_Crisis_Course's_Flyer_(2022).pdf
https://www.essexclimate.org.uk/sites/default/files/Essex%20County%20Council%20Climate%20Action%20Consultation%20Analysis_0.pdf
https://www.essexclimate.org.uk/cop26-zero-carbon-battle-bus-tour-event
https://www.essexclimate.org.uk/electric-road-cop26
https://eppingforestdc.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/613344
https://www.essex.gov.uk/cut-energy-costs/green-homes-grant-local-authority-delivery-scheme
https://www.essex.gov.uk/leisure-culture-local-heritage/culture-and-communities
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LAND USE

Sustainable 
Land Stewardship 

practices in 
agriculture 50 % by 
2030; 75% by 2040 
and 100% by 2050

BIODIVERSITY 

30% of all Land in 
Essex  to be 

Natural Green 
Infrastructure 

by30% by 2040

COASTAL 
FLOODING

Acknowledge scale 
of future coastal 

change and 
communicate this 

to residents 

COASTAL 
FLOODING

Coastal flood 
resilience schemes 
in critical areas  to 

be implemented by 
2023

FLOODING

¾ of flood 
resilience 

schemes to be 
nature based by 

2050

RESILIENT PUBLIC 
SECTOR

Develop nature 
based adaptation 

plans for care 
homes, hospitals, 
schools, prisons 

WATER 
EFFICIENCY 

Include water 
efficiency measures 
in energy efficiency 
retrofit programmes

CLIMATE RISKS

Disclose physical 
risks: Taskforce on 

Climate-related 
Financial Disclosure, 

or the Adaptation 
Reporting Power 

SUSTAINABNL:E 
DRAINAGE

Make SUDS efault
for new 

developments

RESILIENT 
PRIVATE 
SECTOR

Establish a support 
service on 

adaptation for 
businesses 

CLIMATE COMMISSION
LAND USE, GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE, RESILIENCE

URBAN 

GREENING 
30% greening of 
urban space to 
be green space/ 
infrastructure



Land Use & Green 
Infrastructure

Climate Resilience 

• Flood Resilience £12m Capital Programme 

• Flood Resilience: Community Resilience Plans with EALC

• Sustainable Drainage as a priority
• We have approved adaptations on about 90 small streams and watercourses 

reducing flooding for 90 Essex Communities
• The SuDS team have managed 317 planning applications, improving flood 

resistance on c. 16,000 new developments in Essex

Green Infrastructure 

• Essex Green Infrastructure Strategy 

• Essex Forest Initiative: Forest partnership committed to 1m trees by 2025 
across Essex 

• Building with Nature 

• Local Nature Partnership & Nature Recovery Strategy

• Water Strategy 

• Successful Urban Trees Challenge and Local Authority Treescape 
Fund for £360,000 to plant trees in Essex Towns

Make Rain Happy Canvey 

Chelmer Valley 



11

Increase Active 
Travel

Building cycling &  
walking 

infrastructure

Increase low 
traffic 

neighbourhoods

20 LTNs per annum 
to 2030

I

Introduce 
school streets

25 schools by 
2022, and an 

additional 20 per 
year to 2050 

Expand Park & 
Choose

3 new Park & 
Choose (pedal, 

scoot, strike) sites 
by 2030

Rebuild Public 
Transport

Invest in bus 
recovery

Trial e-bikes / e-
scooters

6 pilot schemes 
across the county 

by the end of 2020

Discourage 
unnecessary car 

use

Parking charging

Road User 
Chargng

Expand EV 
charging network

Deliver a detailed 
EV strategy

First/last mile 
delivery

e-cargo bike pilots 
in five locations by 

2022, leading to 
wider introduction 

through 2030

Pilot local 
delivery hubs

Introduce 10 local 
delivery hubs by 

2022

Behaviour 
change

Develop behaviour 
change strategy and 

campaign

CLIMATE COMMISSION
TRANSPORT



Transport
New Transport Plan & supporting policy suite under development 

Bus Services Improvement Plans and Bus Back Better to rebuild the Essex bus 
network

Active Travel  - 5 schemes totalling ~£8M rolling out  this year. 

Congestion Schemes : Army & Navy  - people focused solutions solutions 
focusing on walking and cycling routes. 

Electric scooter trials, in 6 locations 

Essex Pedal Power - giving 1,300 residents in Jaywick Sands and Clacton a new 
bike free of charge. 

Walking Strategy published

Safer Greener Healthier and Stop Swap Go behaviour change campaigns

Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure plans for our districts, developing a 
long-term framework which will guide future investment in walking and cycling 
infrastructure. Investing £4.75m in new cycle ways and £3m to maintain our 
existing network. 

Alternative Fuels strategy, rolling out electric chargepoints and electrifying the 
ECC car fleet.

Warm Tarmac & LEDs

Escooter Trials 
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Existing 
Schools

50% of schools to 
be retrofitted to 

net zero standards 
by 2025. 100% by 

2030

Anchors

All Anchor 
Institutions to be 
retrofitted to net 

zero by 2030

Renewable 
Revolution

Essex self sufficient 
in renewable 

energy by 2040, 

Commercial

One Third of 
commercial 

buildings to be 
retrofitted with 

renewable energy 
by 2030.

Residential 

Two thirds all 
dwellings to be 

retrofitted as far as 
possible to net 

zero carbon 
standards by 2030. 

.

Residential

Existing residential 
buildings- carbon 

emissions 
reduction of 50% 
by 2030. Carbon 

Zero by 2040.

New Schools

All New Schools 
commissioned to by 

Carbon Zero by 
2022

New Homes

All New Homes 
Consented to be 
Carbon Zero by 

2025

New Commercial

All New Commercial 
Buildings to be 
Carbon Zero by 

2025

New Schools

All New Schools 
Commissioned to be 
Carbon Positive by 

2030

Carbon +++

All New Homes and 
non-domestics 

buildings  consented 
to be Carbon 

Positive by 2030

CLIMATE COMMISSION
BUILT ENVIRONMENT



Built Environment
New Build 
Working closely with EPOA

• ECC schools EPC A+ & net zero pilots

• Essex Design Guide 

• Training for Planning Officers 

• Garden Communities 

• Developer Group Charter

• Green Skills Review

Retrofit 
• ECC estate: a policy to be net zero by 2030 

• Fuel Poor Homes: £0.8m delivered; Successful joint bids £5.2m & 
£17.2m grant pots 

• Social Housing: Applied with Social housing providers for £2.58m grant 

• Working in partnership the 2 Districts  to develop Area focused schemes

• Anchor Institutions commitments 

• Smart meter roll out across schools and ECC estate

Fears Essex families are slipping into fuel poverty because of 
pandemic | ITV News Anglia

https://www.itv.com/news/anglia/2021-02-23/fears-essex-families-are-slipping-into-fuel-poverty-because-of-pandemic
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Solar Panels 
on Roofs

Install Solar 
panels on every 
roof l by 2050 -
25% of rooftops 

by 2030.

Large Scale 
Solar 

Build 1.43 GW 
of large scale 

solar on 
available land 

by 2030.

Renewable 
Revolution

Essex self 
sufficient in 
renewable 

energy by 2040, 

No Waste 
Heat

All waste heat  
to be captured 

and reused 
(where local 

demand exists) 
by 2035.

Hydrogen

Create facilities 
to produce 

green hydrogen 
to fuel heavy 
good vehicles 

by 2040.

Community 
Energy 

Build a network 
of community 

energy 
neighbourhood

s  by 2035.

Innovation

Make Essex a 
centre of 

innovation for 
emerging 

renewable 
technologies 

CLIMATE COMMISSION
ENERGY



Energy 
• Renewable Energy Procurement

• 100% ECC energy moving to renewable supply

• Renewables on our Estate 
• Danbury Country Park, 14 schools, ERO

• South East New Energy 
• £6m grant for community solar and storage  

• Solar Together
• residents bulk buy for solar panels 

• Essex Energy Switch
• residents switching energy supplier

• Community Energy Groups 
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Recycling

Accelerate 
recycling activity 

to achieve a 
minimum 70% 

recycling rate by 
2030

Recycling

All Essex 
residents and 
businesses to 
have access to 

kerbside 
recycling 

services by 2025

Green 
Procurement

Evaluate 
emission 

impacts in all  
procurement 

decisions

Waste 
Innovation 

Fund

Plastic 
substitution, 

and local 
reprocessing 

capacity

Behaviour 
change

Establish a 
network of 

community-
based reuse and 

repair hubs in 
Essex by 2024.

Collaboration

Develop the 
Essex Waste 

Partnership to 
fully engage 

with producers, 
industry and 

research bodies

CLIMATE COMMISSION
WASTE



• New Essex Waste Strategy 

• Insourcing recycling centres 

• Love Essex partnership
• Composting 
• Waste busters
• Cloth nappies
• Champions: embedding volunteering 

• Blueprint for a Circular Economy
• Love your period 
• Food waste reduction pilot
• Library of things 
• Schools pilot

• Biowaste Procurement

Waste



MOVE TO A CIRCULAR ECONOMY: WASTE
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Widespread adoption 
of circular business 
models across the UK 
had the potential to 
deliver: 

• over £75 billion in 
Gross Value Added; 

• over 21 million 
tonnes in material 
savings; 

• over 38 million 
tonnes of waste 
diverted from landfill; 
and 

• over 15 million 
tonnes of greenhouse 
gas reductions per year. 

WRAP: How moving to a Circular Economy can help the UK to Build Back Better 

https://wrap.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-10/WRAP-How%20a%20Circular%20Economy%20can%20help%20us%20Build%20Back%20Better.pdf


Green Growth

• Green growth means fostering 
economic growth and development 
while ensuring that natural assets 
continue to provide the resources and 
environmental services on which our 
well-being relies. Source:  OECD Green 
Growth Strategy

• To do this it must catalyse investment 
and innovation which will underpin 
sustained growth and give rise to new 
economic opportunities.

ECC via their sector development strategy have gathered insight data and 
modelling on the future economy of Essex.  Essex is a place of opportunity.  
The greatest growth potential within the following sectors: 

http://www.oecd.org/greengrowth/towards-green-growth-9789264111318-en.htm

